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SEKATE CHAMBER, ( 
SATURDAY, April 18, 184G. I 

!J u'CLOCK A. M. 

Senate met, pursuant to adjournment-roll called and a quo­
rum present. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 
Senator Hogg, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, made 

ihe following reports~ 

To the Ho11orablc Erlu;nrcl Burlcsm1, 

Comt1T'l'Ee Roo:11, i 
April 18th, 184G. · I 

Pre.~idc11t pro tr.m. of the Senate: 

The Judiciary committee, to "·hom was referred, n bill to 
he entitled an act for the protection of widows and orphans, 
which originated in the House of ReJWesentatiYes, ha Ying oon­
sidercd tli<~ same, your committee arc of opinion that the J>ro­
hatc ]mv amply proYides for the families of the deceaspc], 

Also a bill to prevent the introduction of -;·agrants into this 
State from foreign countries. Aft.:-r consideri:ig the same 
your committee are of opinion, that the laws already in exist­
ence relative to yagrants are ample for tl1e present. 

Therefore a majority of your committee i1u;truct me to re­
port the said bills to the Senate, and to recommend their rejec-
tion. JOS. L. HOGG, 

To the Ilmwrablc Ed1card Burleson, 

Clw-irman. 

CoMMITTEE Roo:\1, ( 
April 18th, 184G. I 

President pro tcm. of tltc Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
hill to provide for closing the business of the late \Var and 
Marine department, also a joint resolution prP.scrihing the 
mode of notif~-ing the governor ·when a }Jill creating a priYate 
<'orporation, has constitutionally passed bofh Houses of !Le 
Legislature-also a joint resolution declaring the exclus1v.e 
right of the State of Texas, to the jurisdiction over the S?il 
included within the limits thereoJ'._aJso an act regulating JU· 
ries--which your committee ha Ye duly considered, and a major­
ity instruct me to report said bills and resolutions to the Sennt.e 
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witha111endtnetsj and to recomri1end their adoption, and the 
message of the same. 

JOS. L. HOGG, 
Clw:i:rma'fl.. 

/J!ENDMENT6. 
J. bill to•provide for closing the business of the late War and. 

lVJarine department. 
Strike o.ut ~·.Secretary of State" and insert "Adjutant Ger.e::-­

al- in both sections. In 5th line, 2d si;ictio:n, insert "a."J.d to set-· 
tie all oul;standing husinass oonnected with the late Wai· and. 
Marine department, as heretofore required by law of the Sec­
retary of said departme:it. 

Made t.he special o:rder for Monday. 
Joint resoiution prescribing the mode of notifying the Gov= 

ernor when .a bill creating a pr:i. vate co?i';porati-0~. has pe..ssOO 
bothHouses by a constitutional majm:icy. 

Strike out "His Excellency." 
Adopted4 
Joint resolution deela;:ring the exclusive right of the State of 

Texas, to the jurisdiction over the soil within the limits the!'ecfQ 
First section, 7th liney after f.he word "State" insert "exC5'°'~ 

tingsuch jurisdiction as :S vested in the United. States by tfi.e 
constitution of the United States, and by the joint resolutions 
of annexation." Fifth line insert "said" before "Repah!ic,"11 

A bill regdlating juries. 
Tenth sec.-tion, 8th fa1e, strike out f$ twenty" anu h1se!'t 

"twentyMthree"---strike out "twelve ar.d inl!le:rt "thirtee:a."­
l6th section 7th line, st:r'.Jce out ·~arty ru;.d party" a::i.d insert 
''the parties"-13th line strike out "you;: and" and inse1t ~'the 
Jaw and"-23rd section, 4th line, strike o.u.t Mfour anci inse:l't 
"seven." 

Senator Williams, Chairman of the comr.::iittee en P!:ihEe 
Lands, made the following reports.: 

. Co~x~ ! 1 ~B ,"flofJM, f 
Austl-n, Ap:i:1I ,.8tn, 1>846. ) 

To the Honorabk 1!.:dward BurlesfYP,; 
President pro "f,<:'m. of the Senate: 

. The committee on Pubiio Lan.tls, to who::n was refe:Ted the 
hill to be entitled an act to allow holders of Texas .lfabUit.1~ 
to receive land 8.crin tl:erefo:r, have had t:C.0 sa..me :mdecr DCTI',, 
sidc:ratfon, and are ~o'f: o pi.won tnai; to ~ t:"l$ biU in. ,it\'! .1J:ee11, 



eut shape, fixing the prit'e of land scl'ip at any price whatev­
er, would not mete out justice to the holders of the liabilities 
of the late Republic of Texas, for the reason th.at there are rnany 
meritorious claim.ants who have r-ec~i;;-erl the same at par, oth­
ers at a discount of fifty per cent, wn11st there are others "1h.o 
hold the same which have not yielded: to the Governn:.ent more 
than twelve and a half cents to the dollar of the face, and 
have not cost the present holders thereof more than froln three 
to five cents to the dollar. 

That the public domain of Texas is bound for the final pay. 
ment of its outstanding debt, yow: co:r.l:m.ittee is ready to ad:m.it 
aJtd at the same time acknowledge its ability t<:t do so, n,ftet 
satisfying every appropriation of any portion thereof hereto­
fore made, yet the committee would recommend that the out· 
standing debt be first ascertG1.ined, after which classify the 
same, and a.ffui: the value theretoi after which the Lt.-gisJature 
wiU be able to provMe by legislation for the final paymentof 
the public debt of Texas, either by sn,le to the goven:u:nent of 
the United States, of the whole, or a portion thereof, or by the 
!issuance of land scrip to the individal holders of the liabilities. 

Therefore, report the bill to the Senate, and rocom..mond its 
ind~finite postponement. 

WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Clt<drman, 

Col\n!l'l"Tl:iB RooM, ( 
Austin, April 18th,_ 1846-. I 

To the Honorable Edward Bu:rlestrn~ 
President pro tem~ of t."ke Senate: 

The committee on. Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
bill to be entitled an act to authorize J. G. Rector to sell his 
donation claim, ha.ve considered the same, and instructed me 
to report the same back to the Senate, and recoimnend its pB&-
sage. WM. l\J. WU,LIAMS, 

Ckairmart. 

Select co:rrnru.ttee, Senator Grimes C:hairman. reported the 
following amendments, to a bill :requiring the Clerks of the 
County and Dist11ct Courts, Sherif!S, County T.reasurers and 
Surveyors to reside at the cou.ncy seat. 

In the caption insert alter "Sunreyo::::s" "or thei:r lawful 
dep·utiss. "! 

Section :!ii.'flt, sc\"enth llir.e, a~ ~1{)Q'' strike out ";r;csident" 
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and insert "fix the residence of themselves or their lawful dep­
uties." 

At the end of the section. insert, "and be prepared at all 
times to attend at their offices thereat, either in persoa or bv 
their lawful deputy, to acy business which may be presented 
for their official action. 

Section 2nd, 4th line, between the words "reside" and "at" 
insert "or keep a lawful deputy." 

On motion of Sena.tor Jewett, the report ancl bill, was laid 
on the table till i\Iond1tv. 

Select committee, Senator McKinney Chairman, reported 
hack to the Senate without amendments, a bill to regulate 
wreck masters. 

Senator :McKinney offered the following resolution: 
Resofoerl, Tha.t a committee of three be appointed, to act 

in conjunction with a like committee from the House, to col­
lect and destroy all official seals of the various Department,; 
of the Republic of Texa.'!. 

Adopted, and Senators :McKinney, \Yallacc, and Bagby, ap­
pointed said committee. 

Senator Wallace offered the following resolution: 
Resolccd, That the committee on Finance, be instructed to 

prepare and report to the Senate, a bill providing for making 
deductions from the salaries of public oflicers, who may neg­
lect the performance of any duty that may be assigned them 
bylaw. 

Adopted. 
Resolution from the House to adjourn sine die on the 30tli 

inst. 
Yeas and nays on the motion to lay on the table stood: . 
Yeas. Senators, Burleson, Grimes. Jewett, McKinney, Par­

l<er, Phillips, Robinson, W allacc, \Villiams and \Villiamson 
-10. 

Nays. Senators, Bagby, Bourland. Brashear, Hogg, }le:\" ePi. 
J\Iiller, :Navarro, Scott and \Vood-U. 

Carried. 
On motion of Senator Parker, the Senate went into execu­

tive session. 
After some time spent therein, the Sen:itc rc:mmed the busi­

ness on the table. 
Senator !larker offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on i>rinting be ihstruct\"(l tn 

withdraw the subscriptions for the ;'Xew Era" an<l "Texa~ 



Detnoerat," e:>i:t.:e,rt one number of each paper to each mem­
ber and officer o~ the Senate. 

Lost. 
A bill to raise a revenue by direct taxation, being the special 

order of the day. 
Question on the amendment of Senator Wood to strikeout 

"20" an.d insert "15.0 

Yeas and nays stoo·d thn:s: 
Yeas. Senators, N ava:r:ro, Wall ace and Wood ~3. 
1Yays; Senators, Bagby, Bourland, Brashem·, Durleson 

Grimes, Hogg, Jewett, McKinney, McNeel, Millll'l\ Parke~ 
Phillips, Robinson, Scott, and Willia."Il&-~·15. 

Lost. 
Senator Waiiace offered the followin.g arn~ndtnent. 
In section ls~ '7th line, after the w-0rd ~'ta.1l:ation" ill.Sert Mand 

that own:ed by Indians and other persons resid:in'<f in the State 
who are. by law p1·ohibited from exe-rd.sing an eiectire fran­
chise, and who by law are not comp-afsnt witnesllles against 
free born white persons." 

Lost. 
ln section 2nd 6th line, af"te-: i"dolla:rs"' insert "and fifty cents." 
Lost. 
In 4th section, 7th line, eltel' '":mcb." insert "pcrmanently Io-

_._.;r,. 
Ga,~. 

Lost. 
Senator Bagby nroved to strfke out "sixty11 and insel't •'fit\y11 

for poU tax. 
Lost, and bill passed to .3rd 'l'eading. 
On motion of SenatoI' Robinson, ~e bill anthorwng the 

Governor to :xppoint u priva:te Secretary, was taken up and re­
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

Senator Bourlaud, Chairman of the oommitt-tie on Couri:ty 
Boundaries, made.the following report: 

CoMMIT'1'!!E Rco.:'rl', I 
April 18th, 184{), \ 

To the Honorrible Edward Burleson, 
Preside?lf:.pro.te~ of the.Senate: 

The committee on County Boundaries, to ·whom was refer­
red an act to establish the count;{ CJf Gass, lt.E1.vc ha<l the same 
under considE'!ration, and ha<1:e iust:n.rctetl me to n'port the 
same back to the Se:u:wte 'With t1e fol.!c.wl:1g <:im:i.."Ltd:ments: 



fo section 4th, line 4th, strike out 14Monday of" and insert 
"the day of the general election for county offi.ce:rs !.n this 
State" 

In sth se-ction, 7th line, strike out 1'thre-en and insert "fi:ve"' so 
as to read "within five miles of the centre." 

Strike out the 7th, 8th, 9th, and l 0th sections crf the bill. 
JAMES BOURLAND, 

Ch.airman. 

A hill to incorporate the city of Cm•pus Ch:risti~read 3rd 
titne and passed. 

A joint resolution conceming roads il1 Robertson Comity­
reB<l 2nd time and passed to 3rd reading. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Comnilssionm- of the 
General Land Office, to issue patenta on. land lyin-g in two or 
mOTe counties. 

Ordered to be engrossed. 
A hlII for the relief of R. M. Willia1nson; laid o:tt the fable. 
A bill creating the county of Henderson; pas'sed to a 3rd 

reeding. 
A bill to incorporate the Colorado and Wi1iron Creek Rail 

Rood Company; laid on the table. 
A bill to incorporate the societ-y of1i're0 Masons; read !st 

time. 
A bill to prevent deeds and transfers to l'eal c~te, 'heing 

admitted to record where the taxes have not been peJd. 
Referred to committee on Finance. 
A joint resolution authorizing the Gov-en;.or to investig&te 

the subject of the Public Domain. 
On motion of Smlator Kinney, laid on tD.e tab1e. 
A hill transferring a part of the liabilities of Milam, to Bur­

leson county. 
Report of committee on County Bom:.daries adopterl:, and 

bill passed to 3rd reading. 
A bill creating the county of Cass. 
On mntion of Senator Bourland, tb !'eport an-0: bill Iaid o~ 

the table. 
l!_A bill for the relief of James Gilliam assignee of :Jesse Bil~ 
.wigsly. 

Senatnr Scott moved to lay ot1. the table. 
Senator Bourland mov-Prl a call of the House. 
Ron oalled-fm1her cal1 suspended. 
Motion to lay on the table withili·awtJ ..• 



Yeas and nayscalled fo:r, en passit.:g the hill ta 3rd reading 
stood thus: 

Yeas: Senators, Bagby, Bourland, Brashear, Durlescn, 
Hogg, Jewe1tt, M-cKinney, McJ.~ee1, Miller, Navarro, Parker, 
Robinson, Wallace~ Williams1 a.nd Willian1SOJ::.·~·15. 

Nays: Senators Grimes and Scott-~·2. 
Carried. 
A bill t.o amend an act concerning d~vorce and aHmo:ny. 
Senator Wallace moved ~o strike out "t\VO years" and insert 

"one yea:r." 
Carried. 
Senator Hogg moved to insert. after "husband" 12th line, lst. 

section, "shall be taken in adulte;ry." 
Carried and bill referred to Judiciary committee. 
A bill to organize t.o the county cf U pshur--on report cf 

committee on Cour..ty Boundaries. 
Senator Scott moved to re,ject the report. 
Carried. 
Senator Bourland moved t.o lay the ·;:>ill on the t.abie. 
l..ost. 
Senator Scott offered the followmg A!nend.ment: 
After the word "point" in 8th line, 1st section, strike out the 

word "opposite" and insert the wo.rd.s "one :tnile west." 
Bill and amendmen~ referred to Select committee-Sena­

~ors, Scott, Bourland and Navarro. 
Senator Bagby introduced 
A bill :requiring tae county of Titus to pay a portion of the 

debt of' Red River county. 
Read 1st time. 
Senate adjourned until Monday 9 o'clock A. r:i. 

SENA.TE CH.AMBER, ( 
M.oNnA:lf, April 20, 1846. ~ 

9 o'CLO.OK A. M'. 

Senate me\1 )?Ursuant to a.djoumment--i·oU called and a quo­
rum present. 

.:ournal of the preceding day was read. H-\17.d adopted.. 
Senator Scott, Ch.BJ.rm.au of the G11:u.mittes <'Ill Enrolled 


